
 
 

Hythe Aqua Masters Swimmer Completes Channel Relay Swim 
 

Graham Ling a Hythe Aqua Masters Swimming Club member joined an elite team of swimmers 
lead by Mike Read (King of the Channel),including Tony Cherrington and David Cumming (World 
Masters Swimming Champion) on Monday 7th September for a relay  swim across the English 
Channel. 
  
The six man team all over 70yrs with an average age of 72.5yrs completed the swim in a fantastic  
11hrs 56min. 
  
Starting at 5am, the conditions initially were good with a gentle Northly wind and choppy sea, but 
later the wind increased to force 4 N.E causing a rough sea with one metre waves making 
swimming very difficult. 
  
Kevin Sherman, a Channel Swimming Association pilot of M.V Conemara from Folkestone did an 
excellent job in navigating the swimmers to land half a mile South of Cap Cris-Nez. 
  
Graham said he enjoyed the two relay legs he swam, but found the 2hour qualifiying swim in 
Dover harbour, during July, with water temperature of 15 degrees very challenging. 
  
The six swimmers became the oldest team in the 88 year history of the Channel Swimming 
Association to succeed in the Epic Swim.  A fantastic effort from Graham. 
 
  

 
 

 

 

 



 

 


